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San OTE Hewing Club andl d Doiphin Club buildings near Aquatic Park were damaged in a spectacular waterfront fire last night 


9,F, cam mer 


By Malcolm Glover 
A spectacular five-alarm fire, 


fanned by a Bay breeze and feeding 
on aged, dry wood, ravaged two old- ‘ 


time San Francisco landmarks at 
Aquatic Park, near Fisherman's 
Wharf, last night. 

The San Francisco Rowing Club 
was gutted by the fire, and the 
adjacent Dolphin Club heavily dam- 
aged. Seven firemen were injured, 
although only one went to a hospital. 
Damage was estimated at $1.2 million. 

Origin of the fire is under investi- 
gation, and at least one transient, 
who has been sleeping under the Bay 
| Side of the S. F. Rowing Club, is being 
sought for questioning. 


The blaze, which spread a heavy 


blanket of smoke over Russian Hill, 
Nob Hill and North Beach and sent 
flames into the night sky, broke out 
at 6:42 p.m. 

Patrick Kelly, 52, the caretaker at 
the S. F. Rowing Club — which is the 
most westerly occupant of three ad- 
joining buildings that house the 
South End Rowing Club, the Dolphin 
Club, and the S.F. Rowing Club — 
was the only one in the building at 
the time. 

He said he first spotted what 
appeared to be “a small fire” at the 


rear of the building, and called the. 


. fire department. He said that, at first 
he didn’t think it was any worse than 
another fire in the same area in June, 
apparently sèt by a careless transient. 

Within minutes however, the fire 
spread along the creosoted pilings un- 


der the building, which is built over ` 


the sand, and worked its way up to 
the main building. 

Several hundred spéctators from 
nearby Ghiradelli Square, the Can- 


nery, and the Buena Vista Tavern -` 
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Rowing, Dolphin clubs go up in 


Fireman on ladder checks building interior during last night’s waterfront fire 


crowded the Hyde Street Park, 
where the cable car makes its stop, to 
watch the fire at the corner of 
Jefferson and Hyde streets. - 

Among those at the scene were 
Mayor Feinstein, her husband Dick 
Blum — they had been at a party at 
Bimbo’s — and Tom Malloy, general 
manager of the San Francisco Recre- 
ation and Park Department. The 
buildings are owned by The City but 
leased to the rowing clubs. 

' Fire Chief Andrew Casper, who 
directed 150 firemen manning 4 


pieces of equipment, said the fire was © 


“contained” by 8:45 p.m. but he did 
not declare it under control until 9:42, 
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two hours after the first alarm. 

The fire gutted the center of the 
two-story wooden S.F. Rowing Club, 
and spread next door to the Dolphin 
Club. On several occasions, flames 
broke through the roof and leaped 30 
to 40 feet into the sky. 

The spread of the fire was stopped 
before it got to the South End 
Rowing Club, of which Chief Casper, 
ironically, is a member. It did not 
menace the Hyde Street Pier, nor any 
of the historical ships tied up there. 

The most seriously injured fire- 
fighter, Battalion Chief Bob Hinman 
suffered first and second degree 
burns when he was momentarily 
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trapped by a quick flash of fire inside 
the S.F. Rowing Club. He was taken 
to St. Francis Memorial Hospital 

Although fire investigations are 
not saying the fire was caused by an 
arsonist, they say they want to talk to 
a man who was arrested earlier this 
year for sleeping under the building 
and was seen around the building 
less than a half-hour before the fire 
broke out. , 

The S.F. Rowing Club was found- 
ed in 1872 and the Dolphin Club in 
1877. They were originally located in 
buildings on the westside of Aquatic 
Park but moved to their present 
location more than 40 years ago. 


